
Hardness greater 
than 5.5

Cleavage 
excellent or 
good

Cleavage poor 
or absent

Translucent dark gray, blue-gray, or black; may 
have silvery iridescence; 2 cleavages at nearly 
right angles; striations; hardness of 6

Translucent brown, gray, green, or red; 2 cleav-
agesat nearly right angles, hardness of 6

Opaque dark green in long prisms or 
needles; 2 cleavages at about 60 and 120 
degrees; hardness of 5.5

Dark gray to black; 2 cleavages at about 60 
and 120 degrees; hardness of 5.5

Dark green to green-gray; 2 cleavages at 
about right angles; hardness of 5.5-6

Transparent or translucent gray, brown, or 
purple; greasy luster; massive or hexagonal 
prisms and pyramids; hardness of 7

Transparent, translucent, or opaque red-gray, 
or gray; short hexagonal prisms with striated 
flat ends, hardness of 9

Opaque red-brown or brown; waxy 
luster; cryptocrystalline; hardness of 7

Transparent to translucent dark red to 
black; hardness of 7

Opaque gray; waxy luster; cryptocrystalline; 
hardness of 7

Opaque black; waxy luster, cryptocrystalline; 
hardness of 7

Black or dark green; long striated prisms; 
hardness of 7-7.5

Transparent or translucent olive green; 
conchoidal fracture; hardness of 7

Opaque green; poor cleavage; hardness 
of 6-7

Opaque brown prisms that interpenetrate 
to form crosses; hardness of 7

Plagioclase
feldspar

Potassium 
feldspar

Actinolite

Hornblende

Augite

Quartz
Smokey 
(black/brown)
Amethyst 
(purple)

Corundum

Jasper

Garnet

Chert

Flint

Tourmaline

Olivine

Epidote

Staurolite

Dark and 
Medium Colored 
Non-Metallic 
Minerals
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