
Hardness greater 
than 5.5

Cleavage excellent or 
good

Cleavage poor or 
absent

White to gray; 2 cleavages at 
nearly right angles; striations; 
hardness of 6

Orange, brown, white, gray, 
green, or pink; hardness of 6; 2 
cleavages at nearly right 

Pale brown, white, or gray; Long 
slender prisms; 1 excellent cleavage 
plus fracture surfaces; hardness is 
6-7

Blue, very pale green, white, 
or gray; crystals are blades; 
hardness of 4-7

Opaque gray or white hex-
agonal prims with striated flat 
ends; hardness of 9

Colorless, white, gray or other colors; 
greasy luster; massive or hexagonal 
prisms and pyramids; transparent to 
translucent; hardness of 7

Opaque gray or white; luster 
waxy; hardness of 7

Colorless, white, yellow, light brown, or 
pastel colors; translucent or opaque; 
laminated or massive; 
cryptocrystalline;luster waxy; hardness 
of 7

Pale olive green to yellow; 
conchoidal fracture; trans-
parent or translucent; forms 
short stout prisms; hardness 
of 7

Plagioclase
feldspar

Potassium
feldspar

Sillimanite

Kyanite

Corundum

Quartz
Milky (white)
Citrine 
(yellow)
Rose (pink)

Chert 

Chalcedony

Olivine

Light-Colored Non-
metallic Minerals

Hard Minerals
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