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The ex-USS Schurz, formerly the
German cruiser SMS Geier, is
the only German Imperial Navy
warship captured by the U.S.
Navy during World War I.
Schurz sank on June 21, 1918,
following a collision with the

SS Florida.

Enormous schools of fish can
often be sighted on the ex-
USS Schurz, resting 110 ft.
underwater. Sometimes the
fish schools are so dense that
they visually obscure the
shipwreck. The fish species that
form the large schools include
vermilion snapper, tomtate,
and scad. Predators, such as
jacks and sand tiger sharks, can
often be found corralling or
hovering near the large

NOAA / MNMS schools.
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